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The Trait of the Month is: Honesty
To make your children capable of honesty is
the beginning of education. –John Ruskin
Honest hearts produce honest actions.
--Brigham Young
Honesty is being truthful in words and
deeds. It means acting in a trustworthy way
so that you will respect yourself and be
respected by others. When children practice
honesty, they:
•

Do the right thing (integrity).

•

Can be counted on to do what they say
they will do (trustworthy).

•

Won't take things they don't deserve
(fairness and honor).

•

Say what they mean and mean what they say (sincere and truthful).

February is the month we celebrate the birth of two great presidents—George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln. These two men are shining examples of this month’s character trait,
honesty. George Washington is remembered for the immortal phrase, “I cannot tell a lie; I
chopped down the cherry tree.” And, Lincoln, of course, was known as Honest Abe.
As you make your way through this month’s responsibilities, remember that none are more
important than spending some time with your child explaining the virtues of building strong
character. Spend some time reading the story, discussing the questions, and performing
some of the additional activities associated with honesty.
To Do List
1. Go over the Honesty Poster together and put it on the refrigerator.
2. Read the attached Story with your child and discuss the Questions at the end.
3. Do at least one Additional Activity to reinforce the honesty character trait.
4. Write a short comment on the Puzzle Piece about what your child has learned
about honesty, cut out the puzzle piece, and have your child return it to school.
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Too Many Bad Things
By Manfred Koehler

Daniel waved at his mother who was watching from the kitchen window. She waved back.
He tossed his new football into the air and caught it again.
He was having fun without being bad. That was good.
That was before Daniel saw the neighbors’ big, gray cat.
He watched it crawl along the top of the wooden fence that divided his back yard from the
neighbors’.
“You mean old cat!” Daniel shouted.
Daniel didn’t like that cat. He had tried to pet it once and got a big scratch.
The cat yawned, then scratched the top of the fence. Tiny pieces of wood floated down to
the grass.
“Stop wrecking my daddy’s fence!” Daniel
demanded.
“You’re in big trouble,” Daniel said. He
took the football and threw it with all his might.
At the last possible instant, it jumped out of
the way. The ball flew over the fence, passing
right where the cat had been.
“Wow!” Daniel whispered. He couldn’t
believe he’d come so close.
Then he heard a SMASH!
“Oh, no!” he groaned.
Daniel crept toward the fence and peeked
through a crack. He saw his football lying by the
wall of his neighbors’ house. And right beside it
was a big blue flowerpot cracked on one side. “Oh,
no!” Daniel moaned. What am I going to do?
Daniel walked around to the gate.

I should ask for permission to go into our neighbors’ yard, he thought. But then Mom will
find out about the bad thing I’ve done. Daniel shook his head. He didn’t want that to happen.
Instead, he checked the latch. Good, it’s not locked.
Opening the gate, Daniel walked inside.
He ran toward his football and quickly picked it up. Staring at the broken flowerpot, he
wondered what to do.

Whatever I do, I better hurry, he thought. I shouldn’t be here.
Honesty p.2
© Young Family Outreach, 2004

Too Many Bad Things (continued)
Daniel stuffed the pieces of pottery into the pocket of his sweatshirt.
“This is really bad,” he mumbled.
Grabbing the flowerpot with both hands, he spun it around until the broken spot faced the
wall. He smiled. The bad thing was hard to see.
“Now I’ve got to hide the pieces, he thought.
Closing the gate behind him, Daniel searched for a place to hide the broken pieces.
“Daniel, where have you been?” Mom asked as she headed up the sidewalk. “I’ve been
looking for you.”
Daniel wanted to say that he’d been playing in the front yard. He wanted to lie.
But that would be another bad thing. He remembered his first bad thing: throwing the ball
at the cat. He felt bad about the second bad thing: smashing the flowerpot. Then there was the
third bad thing: going into the neighbors’ yard without permission. He suddenly realized his fourth
bad thing: trying to hide the broken flowerpot.
And now Daniel wanted to hide all his bad things with a big lie.

No, that would be really bad, he decided.
“Mom, would you still love me, even if I told you some bad things I’ve done?” he asked.
His mother smiled. “Of course, Daniel.” She knelt beside him, so she could listen better.
Daniel took a deep breath and pulled a hand full of pottery out of his pocket. Mom could
see the broken pieces, but that was okay. This would be good.

Story Questions
1. At what point did Daniel have to choose between honesty and dishonesty?
2. What caused Daniel to choose honesty?
3. What might have happened if Daniel had chosen to be dishonest?
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Additional Activities
1. Work with your child to unscramble the following words to learn a message about
honesty.
ESTHON

INGTH

YAS

DAN

GHTRI

TEH

OD

PLEPEO

2. Now, put the words into a sentence that makes sense.
H________

_________

______

_____ _____

______

_______

_________.

3. Find the words from the sentence above in the word search. (All words are either
horizontal or vertical.)

Z

Q

4. Share a well-known news story with your child about a difficult consequence that
happened when someone lied. Ask what he/she thinks might have happened if that
person told the truth. Emphasize the importance of truth for trust, self-esteem, and
good relationships.
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